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As queer and trans* students, we affirm that the impact of tuition hikes on queer, trans*, and 
other sexual and gender minority people is always disproportionate. Although we share many of 
the same concerns as our fellow students of all backgrounds, genders, and orientations, we 
also believe it is important to recognize the unique ways in which queer and/or trans* students 
are affected by high tuition fees. 
 
As a group, we are much more likely to suffer from strained family relationships or even total 
estrangement; seriously impacting our ability to pay for living expenses, let alone fees. We may 
be forced to choose between staying in the closet in order to be able to pay for school, and 
living our gender and sexual identities openly. Or we may not be lucky enough to have that 
choice, and simply be forced to scrape together our own expenses as best we can. 
 
Additionally, due to a convergence of factors, queer and/or trans* people can expect to earn 
less over their lifetimes than our straight, cisgendered (not trans*) counterparts. So our loans, if 
we have them, will be more costly, and take longer to pay off. 
 
Thirdly, for many of us the university is a safe(r) space — sometimes one of the few in our lives. 
Although universities are by no means perfect in combating homophobia or transphobia, they 
offer many resources to queer and/or trans* students, not least of which is a home away from 
home. Universities also rank highly in terms of providing services and benefits to their queer 
employees. However, in order to access academic jobs, one must first have access to 
education. 
 
Finally, although we speak here as queer and trans* people, let us not forget that many of us 
also experience other forms of oppression, including racism, ablism, sexism, classism, 
undocumented status, and the myriad other axes along which kyriarchical capitalism acts. 
 
Because of these facts, we stand against the proposed tuition hikes and for free education for 
all. Moreover, our stance as an organization dedicated to fighting all forms of oppression places 
us firmly in solidarity with other marginalized groups who are similarly affected by tuition hikes 
— and by the existence of tuition fees at all. 
 
And yet, as students across the province begin to move toward a general unlimited strike, we 
urge caution. We hear rhetoric around inclusion and accessibility for all, but we see a movement 
dominated by straight, white, able-bodied, cisgendered men for whom the harmful 
consequences of a strike are relatively low. We caution that a student movement which does 
not centre the experiences and perspectives of marginalized people risks alienating and 
further marginalizing the very people it seeks to help. 
 



As students who cannot rely on their family’s financial help, finishing the semester late cuts back 
on our ability to earn money over the summer. Let us pool our resources for food servings and 
solidarity funds! As students whose only safe space is located on campus, picket lines impede 
our ability to feel validated in our identity. Yet strikes can also re-make spaces for new, creative 
forms of community. Let us explore together the queer potential of the radical spaces we 
reclaim. As students whose gender presentation makes us vulnerable in case we are arrested, 
some forms of protest and direct action are particularly dangerous. Let us create a movement 
that fosters a respect for, and a proliferation of, diverse tactics. Straight, white, cisgendered, 
abled men are taught to speak loudly and take up space. In meetings where their voices are the 
only ones heard, queer people become disenfranchised and excluded. You cannot count on our 
participation simply because our end goals are the same. 
 
To be strong, our movement must be united. As we work to build a powerful and lasting student 
movement, we call on our allies to actively seek out and include queer perspectives in every 
step of planning, action and, ultimately, building a better educational system. 
 
-- 
The Queer McGill Political Action Working Group is a semi-autonomous body that serves to 
further Queer McGill’s anti-oppressive mandate. 
 


